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Farmers  are  expected  co  raise 
335  million  chickens  for  flock  re- 
placements this  year- -35  million 
more  than  in  1965  and  the  largest 
number  since  1961.  However,  only 
a  small  part  of  this  increase,  pro- 
bably about  5  to  10  million  birds, 
will  carry  through  to  increase  num- 
bers of  layers  on  January  1.  This 
would  mean  that  the  Nation's  laying 
flock  would  begin  next  year  with 
possibly  about  2  percent  more  layers 
than  the  304  million  on  January  1, 
1966.  Much  of  the  increase  in  chick- 
ens raised  mis  year  will  be  offset 
by  heavier  mortality  and  greater 
liquidation  of  older  flocks.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  hens  accounted 
for  46.2  percent  of  all  layers  com- 
pared with  43.4  percent  on  January  1, 
1964,  and  the  average  of  43.1  per- 
cent  for   January    1    in  1961-65. 
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SUMMARY 


Egg  production  during  January -July 
totaled  105.1  million  cases,  down  1.6  mil- 
lion from  the  same  period  in  1965.  Output 
was  lower  in  each  of  these  months  in  1966. 
The  reduction  resulted  from  a  smaller  and 
older  national  laying  flock  which  produced 
slightly  fewer  eggs  per  layer.     In  July, 
the  daily  rate  of  production  was  7  percent 
below  the  April  peak  and  1^  perce.it  below 
July  1965. 

Egg  production  is  now  advancing  sea- 
sonally and  in  coming  months  is  likely  to 
rise  more  rapidly  than  a  year  earlier. 

Farmers  are  raising  335  million  flock 
replacement  chickens  this  year,  35  million 
more  than  in  1965  and  the  largest  number 
since  1961.    The  new  layers  will  enter  lay- 
ing flocks  in  large  numbers  over  the  next 
several  months.    This  is  likely  to  cause 
egg  production  to  rise  and  to  exceed  the 


1965  level  by  fall.  It  may  be  running  as 
much  as  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier  by 
winter. 

About  a  U-percent  reduction  in  per 
capita  egg  supplies  available  for  civilian 
consumption,  coupled  with  an  upsurge  in 
demand,  raised  farm  egg  prices  to  37.2 
cents  per  dozen  in  January-July  from  31.0 
cents  in  that  period  last  year.  During 
July,  extremely  hot  weather  reduced  sup- 
plies and  quality  of  eggs,  bringing  about 
a  sharp  increase  in  prices.    Prices  to 
farmers  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  in  Iowa 
during  the  month  rose  about  15  cents  to 
kk  cents  per  dozen.    On  August  26,  the 
Iowa  price  had  receded  to  about  38  cents 
per  dozen  but  still  was  about  6^  cents 
above  a  year  earlier.    As  egg  production 
gathers  momentum  in  coming  months,  egg 
prices  likely  will  continue  to  decline 
from  late  August  levels.    By  fall,  prices 
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are  expected  to  be  under  the  19^5  level, 
and  by  early  1967  much  below  the  relative- 
ly high  prices  of  a  year  earlier. 

Federally  inspected  broiler  slaughter 
through  July  ran  7?  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.  Hatchery  activity  in  recent  months 
indicates  that  this  rate  of  growth  will  at 
least  be  maintained  through  mid-October. 
But  a  substantial  stepup  in  the  rate  of 
expansion  appears  likely  late  this  winter 
in  view  of  the  large  buildup  currently 
underway  in  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks. 
The  Nation's  broiler  breeder  flock  in  re- 
cent months  was  about  10  percent  larger 
than  a  year  earlier;  by  early  1967  it  is 
expected  to  be  up  about  20  percent. 

Farm  broiler  prices  in  January-July 
averaged  l6.h  cents  per  pound,  1.1  cents 
above  a  year  earlier.  Higher  prices  in  the 
face  of  much  larger  supplies  reflect  a  vig- 
orous expansion  in  demand,  generated  by 
rapidly  rising  consumer  incomes.     In  addi- 
tion, supplies  of  some  other  high-protein 
foods,  particularly  pork,  were  in  short 
supply.    Over  the  next  few  months,  produc- 
tion of  pork,  turkey,  and  broilers  is 
expected  to  be  above  a  year  earlier;  this 
will  bring  downward  pressure  on  broiler 
prices.    Live  prices  this  fall  are  expected 


to  average  below  the  16.1  cents  per  pound 
in  July  and  close  to  those  of  a  year 
earlier. 

The  1966  turkey  crop  is  estimated  at 
115.8  million  birds,  11  percent  above  last 
year's  crop  and  the  largest  number  of 
turkeys  ever  raised.    Much  of  the  increase 
in  turkey  output  has  already  moved  off 
farms  and  cold  storage  holdings  are  now 
building  up  rapidly.    Frozen  turkey  stocks 
on  August  1  totaled  103  million  pounds — 
Ik  million  above  August  1,  19&5.  Produc- 
tion over  the  next  few  months  will  continue 
to  exceed  output  in  September-December 
1965 ,  and  will  thereby  provide  much  more 
plentiful  supplies  for  the  holidays  this 
year  than  last. 

In  mid-July  farm  turkey  prices  aver- 
aged 21.9  cents  per  pound  compared  with 
22.3  cents  in  July.    Larger  turkey  sup- 
plies together  with  increasing  competition 
from  broilers  and  pork  will  exert  downward 
pressures  on  turkey  prices  this  fall  and 
winter.  However,  demand  conditions  are  ex- 
pected to  continue  strong  and  prices  this 
fall  and  winter  are  likely  to  be  about  the 
same  as  a  year  earlier.     During  the  main 
marketing  months  of  September-December 
last  year,  farm  turkey  prices  averaged 
22.2  cents  per  pound. 


EGGS 


Flock  Replacements  Up  Sha rply 

Egg  producers  are  expected  to  raise 
335  million  chickens  for  laying  flock  re- 
placements this  year.     This  is  35  million 
or  12  percent  more  than  in  19^5  and  the 
largest  number  since  1961.    Unusually  fav- 
orable egg-feed  price  relationships  since 
last  September  underlie  the  strong  interest 
in  expanding  egg  production.    From  Septem- 
ber 1965  through  July  1966,  a  dozen  eggs 
were  equivalent  in  value  to  10.8  pounds  of 
poultry  ration — 17  percent  more  than  during 
the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Egg-feed 
price  ratios  have  not  been  this  favorable 
to  producers  since  1960-61. 

Increases  over  1965  in  chickens  raised 
are  in  prospect  for  all  areas  of  the  coun- 
try, even  the  West  North  Central  Region 
where  egg  production  has  been  declining 
sharply  in  recent  years.    Most  of  the  ex- 


pansion, however,  is  concentrated  in  the 
South  where  egg  production  has  been  rising 
most  rapidly  over  the  past  decade.  The 
number  of  chickens  raised  is  expected  to 
rise  by  10  million  in  the  South  Central 
Region,  9  million  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Region,  and  between  3  and  5  million  in 
each  of  the  other  regions. 

In  I966,  the  top  10  States  in  chick- 
ens raised  were  California,  Georgia,  Iowa, 
Texas,  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  Minnesota,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Indiana  fell  from  the  big  10  this 
year  while  Arkansas  moved  up  to  8th  from 
11th  place.    Within  the  top  10,  Pennsyl- 
vania fell  from  7th  to  10th  place. 
Another  rapid  climber  was  Florida  which 
moved  up  from  a  rank  of  27  in  i960  to  12 
in  1965  and'1966.    Wisconsin  and  a  number 
of  West  North  Central  States  experienced 
the  greatest  drop  in  rank  since  i960. 
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Wisconsin  fell  from  16  to  26,  Nebraska 
from  12  to  18,  Kansas  from  13  to  21,  and 
South  Dakota  from  15  to  22.     (See  table  6.) 

Output  to  Expand 

A  smaller,  older,  and  slightly  less 
productive  laying  flock  held  egg  production 
below  year-earlier  levels  in  each  of  the 
first  7  months  of  1966.     Output  during 
January-July  totaled  105.1  million  cases 
compared  with  106.7  million  during  the  same 
period  in  1965.    As  the  year  began,  hens 
accounted  for  U6.2  percent  of  all  layers 
compared  with  U3.U  percent  on  January  1, 
1965,  and  an  average  of  U3.I  percent  for 
January  1  in  I96I-65.    Even  though  there 
was  a  larger  inflow  of  pullets,  heavy  cull- 
ing of  older  flocks  kept  layer  numbers  be- 
low a  year  earlier.     The  larger  proportion 
of  older  birds  also  helped  to  depress  the 
rate  of  lay  slightly. 

During  July,  extremely  hot  weather 
continued  to  hold  down  the  rate  of  lay  and 
encouraged  further  heavy  liquidation  of 
older  flocks.    As  in  the  preceding  2 
months,  egg  production  was  If  percent  be- 
below  a  year  earlier.     On  a  daily  average 
basis,  July  egg  output  was  7  percent  below 
the  April  peak.    Some  further  small  decline 
probably  occurred  during  August.     In  the 
coming  months,  however,  egg  production  will 
be  rising  seasonally  and  at  a  much  faster 
pace  than  a  year  earlier  as  new  pullets 
from  a  larger  crop  of  replacement  chickens 
enter  laying  flocks  in  large  numbers.  Hat- 
chings of  replacement  pullet  chicks  in 
April-July  totaled  lUl  million  compared 
with  12U  million  in  these  h  months  last 
year.    Eggs  in  incubators  on  August  1  for 
the  production  of  egg-type  chicks  were  up 
16  percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  hatch- 
ery activity  in  5  States  reporting  weekly 
also  were  up  sharply.     (See  table  3.) 

On  August  1,  there  were  285  million 
layers  on  farms,  1  percent  fewer  than  a 
year  earlier.  But  potential  layers  (layers 
plus  pullets  not  of  laying  age)  on  the 
same  date  totaled  378  million  compared 
with  373  million  on  August  1,  1965.  By 
fall,  layer  numbers  probably  will  rise  to 
the  year-earlier  mark  and  by  the  year's 
end  may  be  as  much  as  2  percent  larger.  In 
addition,  the  flock  will  contain  more  pul- 
lets and  fewer  hens  than  in  the  fall  of 


I965 .     Since  pullets  are  more  productive 
than  hens  and  less  easily  disrupted  by 
sharp  temperature  changes,  a  larger  than 
average  year-to-year  improvement  in  the 
rate  of  lay  could  occur  this  fall  and  win- 
ter.    In  February-April  last  year,  severe 
winter  weather  dropped  the  rate  of  lay  of 
an  older  laying  flock  below  a  year  earlier 
and  below  trend. 

Increasing  layer  numbers  and  rising 
output  per  bird  are  likely  to  push  egg 
production  above  the  year-earlier  level 
before  the  end  of  the  third  quarter. 
Fourth  quarter  output  in  1966  may  exceed 
that  in  1965  by  at  least  2  percent,  and 
output  early  in  I967  may  rise  by  a  much 
wider  margin. 

Prices  Expected  to  Weaken 

Per  capita  egg  supplies  available  for 
domestic  civilian  consumption  were  below  a 
year  earlier  by  h  percent  in  both  the 
first  quarter  and  the  second  quarter.  Most 
of  the  decrease  resulted  from  smaller  egg 
production  and  population  growth,  but 
greater  use  of  eggs  for  hatching,  increased 
military  procurement,  and  larger  exports 
also  helped  to  tighten  supplies.    On  Au- 
gust 1,  cold  storage  holdings  of  shell  and 
frozen  eggs  were  equivalent  to  1.7  million 
cases,  1.3  million  below  a  year  earlier 
and  the  smallest  stocks  on  record  for  that 
date. 

The  reduced  egg  supplies,  together 
with  a  vigorous  expansion  in  demand,  have 
kept  egg  prices  to  producers  well  above  a 
year  earlier  so  far  this  year.    U.  S.  farm 
egg  prices  in  January-July  averaged  37.2 
cents  per  dozen,  6.2  cents  above  the  aver- 
age for  those  months  last  year.     In  mid- 
July  they  averaged  35.*+  cents  per  dozen, 
up  from  the  June  and  July  1965  rates  of 
32.9  cents  and  31.6  cents,  respectively. 

During  July,  prices  for  top-quality 
large  eggs  advanced  sharply  as  a  result  of 
extremely  hot  weather  which  seriously  low- 
ered average  egg  quality  and  reduced  sup- 
plies.    The  hot  weather  occurred  while 
egg  production  was  approaching  the  low 
point  for  the  year.    Prices  for  Grade  A 
large  eggs  to  Iowa  producers  in  quality 
marketing  programs  climbed  from  about  29 
cents  per  dozen  on  July  1  to  about  kk 
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cents  on  July  25.    But  in  August,  prices 
receded  as  supplies  of  quality  eggs  began 
to  increase  after  the  heat  wave.    The  Iowa 
quotation  on  August  26  stood  at  about  38 
cents  per  dozen,  down  6^  cents  from  the 
July  peak  but  still  11  cents  above  a  year 
earlier. 

Egg  prices  are  likely  to  decrease  this 
fall  and  winter  as  egg  production  increases 


more  rapidly  than  a  year  earlier.    U.  S. 
farm  prices  rose  from  31.9  cents  per  dozen 
in  June-August  1965  to  Uo.l  cents  in  Janu- 
ary-March 1966.     In  the  1966-67  marketing 
year,  prices  are  likely  to  decline  between 
these  2  periods.    By  fall,  prices  are  like- 
ly to  dip  under  the  1965  level  and  by  early 
1967  to  average  much  below  the  relatively 
high  prices  of  a  year  earlier. 


BROILERS 


Prices  Well  Maintained 

U.  S.  live  broiler  prices  averaged 
16. k  cents  in  January-July  compared  with 
15.3  cents  a  year  earlier.  Prices  for  that 
period  have  not  been  chis  high  since  i960. 
In  July  the  price  stood  at  l6.1  cents  per 
pound,  the  same  as  in  June  and  0.6  cent 
above  July  1965.    Delivered  prices  to 
first  receivers  for  Plant  Grade  A  broilers 
in  Chicago  in  the  week  beginning  August  21 
averaged  27.8  cents  per  pound,  1.7  cents 
above  a  year  earlier.    Higher  prices  in 
the  face  of  substantially  larger  supplies 
have  stemmed  from  a  vigorous  expansion  in 
demand  for  all  high-protein  foods,  by  both 
civilians  and  the  Armed  Services.     The  in- 
crease in  civilian  demand  has  been  due 
mainly  to  rapid  expansion  in  employment 
and  in  consumer  incomes,  together  with  re- 
duced supplies  of  meats  and  other  animal 
proteins. 

Further  growth  in  economic  activity 
in  the  coming  months  is  expected  to  sus- 
tain the  expansion  in  overall  demand  for 
animal  products.    However,  supplies  of 
many  of  these  products,  particuarly  broil- 
ers, turkeys,  pork,  and  eggs,  will  be  above 
the  year-earlier  levels  over  the  next  sev- 
eral months  and  probably  well  into  1967. 
Supplies  during  this  period  will  likely 
increase  more  rapidly  than  demand.  In 
addition,  with  higher  meat  prices  consumers 
have  shifted  to  poultry  to  economize  during 
a  period  of  generally  rising  food  prices. 
When  pork  and  some  other  livestock  products 
become  more  plentiful  this  winter  and  next 
spring,  consumers  may  be  willing  to  con- 
tinue to  buy  much  larger  quantities  of 
broilers  than  a  year  earlier  only  at  rela- 
tively low  prices. 


Consequently,  broiler  prices  are  ex- 
pected to  decline  below  current  levels 
over  the  next  several  months.    Live  broiler 
prices  in  the  fourth  quarter  may  average 
close  to  the  lU.5  cents  in  October-December 
I965.    Little  or  no  recovery  from  this 
level  seems  in  prospect  for  early  1967. 
Therefore,  early  next  year,  broiler  prices 
probably  will  average  below  a  year  earlier. 

Output  to  Accelerate 

Broiler  production  during  the  12 
months  ended  June  30  increased  at  an  aver- 
age annual  rate  of  about  10  percent  or 
about  3  times  as  fast  as  in  the  preceding 
2  years.    Some  further  sharp  stepup  in  the 
rate  of  expansion  appears  likely  beginning 
late  this  year  or  early  in  1967.    An  un- 
usually long  and  persistent  uptrend  in 
broiler  prices  has  increased  profits  and 
has  provided  both  incentive  and  capital  for 
the  acceleration  in  production.  Farm 
broiler  prices  through  July  were  equal  to 
or  above  year-earlier  prices  for  2h  con- 
secutive months.     In  August  1965-July  1966, 
they  averaged  15.6  cents  per  pound,  7  per- 
cent above  the  same  period  2  years  earlier. 

In  the  33  weeks  through  August  17, 
Federally  inspected  plants  slaughtered  1,^02 
million  broilers,  7?  percent  more  than  a 
year  earlier.    Chick  placements  and  egg 
settings  for  broiler  production  in  23 
States  in  the  13  weeks  ending  August  20 
indicate  that  output  will  continue  to  run 
about  a  tenth  above  the  1965  level  through 
October.    However,  broiler  firms  now  are 
rapidly  enlarging  hatchery  supply  flocks, 
a  step  which  will  commit  the  industry  to 
even  more  rapid  expansion  this  winter  and 
next  spring. 
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The  number  of  pullet  chicks  placed  for 
broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  have  been 
above  a  year  earlier  each  month  since  last 
summer  and  in  May-July  were  up  22  percent. 
This  large  buildup  in  broiler  parent  stock 
means  that  broiler  hatching  egg  supplies 
will  be  much  more  plentiful  early  next 
year.    Currently,  the  size  of  the  Nation's 
broiler  breeder  flock  is  about  10  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but  by  early 
1967  it  will  likely  be  up  about  20  percent. 

Broiler  production  early  in  1967  will 
increase  somewhat  less  than  the  number  of 
hatching  eggs.  During  that  period, the  pro- 
fitability of  broiler  production  is  ex- 
pected to  be  sharply  reduced  by  lower 
prices  for  broilers  and  higher  prices  for 
feed.  Under  such  conditions,  broiler  firms 
would  tend  to  set  only  the  higher  quality 
hatching  eggs  and  keep  flocks  in  produc- 
tion for  less  than  the  usual  8  to  9  months. 
However,  once  resources  have  been  committed 
for  production,  there  is  relatively  little 
incentive  for  reducing  output  much  below 
planned  levels  over  the  short  run.  Con- 
sequently, broiler  production  through  the 
first  half  of  1967  could  rise  even  more 
rapidly  than  in  recent  months,  even  in 
the  face  of  falling  broiler  prices  and 
higher  feed  costs  than  a  year  earlier. 

The  situation  clearly  calls  for  cau- 
tion in  production  planning.     The  duration 
and  severity  of  an  adjustment  will  depend 
on  how  quickly  the  broiler  industry  re- 
sponds to  arrest  growth  in  capacity.  The 
market  next  summer  would  not  likely  absorb 
a  possible  increase  of  as  much  as  10  to  15 
percent  more  broilers  from  a  year  earlier 
except  at  prices  considerably  below  recent 
levels.  Adjustments  in  potential  for  next 
summer's  production  will  be  reflected  in 
pullet  chick  placements  for  hatcery  supply 
flocks  over  the  next  few  months. 


Exports  Rise 

U.  S.  broiler  exports  in  the  first 
half  of  1966  totaled  U2.8  million  pounds 


compared  with  32.9  million  in  January-June 
1965.  Most  of  the  increase  occurred  during 
the  first  2  months;  last  year  the  maritime 
strike  restricted  deliveries  to  foreign 
markets  in  January  and  February.  Exports 
to  the  European  Common  Market  (mostly  West 
Germany)  accounted  for  27  percent  of 
January-June  exports  compared  with  31  per- 
cent in  the  first  half  last  year.  The 
United  States  has  exported  mostly  chicken 
parts  to  the  Common  Market  over  the  last 
year  or  so.    High  EEC  variable  levies  have 
almost  eliminated  U.  S.  exports  of  whole 
broilers  to  Common  Market  countries. 

Changes  since  June  in  the  EEC's  Com- 
mon Agricultural  Policy  has  resulted  in 
slightly  lower  levies  on  broiler  parts. 
Total  levies  on  U.  S.  parts  other  than 
backs  and  necks  exported  to  West  Germany 
were  reduced  about  5  percent.    Changes  in 
the  total  levies  on  whole  birds  were 
mixed.     (See  table  12.)    Thus,  there  could 
be  some  rise  in  exports  to  West  Germany 
as  prices  decline  in  coming  months. 


USDA  Enters  Market 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
began  to  purchase  cutup  young  chickens  for 
schools  participating  in  the  National 
School  lunch  Program  on  August  19,  about 
a  month  earlier  than  in  1965 •    The  Depart- 
ment first  purchased  cutup  young  chickens 
in  I96I  to  introduce  the  product  to  mana- 
gers of  school  cafeterias.    Response  to 
the  initial  purchases  was  so  enthusiastic 
that  purchases  have  been  made  each  year 
since  then.    Quantities  contracted  for 
have  varied  from  37.3  million  pounds 
(ready-to-cook  basis)  in  1965  to  60.0  mil- 
lion in  1962.     In  1965,  purchases  were 
equivalent  to  about  \  percent  of  total 
broiler  production.    However,  purchases 
were  equivalent  to  2  percent  of  production 
during  the  weeks  in  which  the  program  op- 
erated.   During  the  first  2  weeks  of  this 
year's  program,  purchases  totaled  U.9 
million  pounds. 
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TURKEYS 


Crop  Set  at  116 
Million  Birds 

Turkey  production  is  increasing  for 
the  fourth  consecutive  year.    This  year's 
crop  is  expected  to  reach  115.8  million 
birds,  up  from  10U.7  million  last  year  and 
92. k  million  in  I962.    Turkey  production 
is  increasing  in  all  regions  this  year. 
Numbers  raised  this  year  are  likely  to  rise 
18  percent  in  the  South  Central  States,  13 
percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  States  and 
8  to  10  percent  in  the  other  h  regions. 

The  large  increase  in  output  in  I966 
follows  3  years  in  which  turkey  production 
has  been  profitable  for  most  producers. 
Annual  average  prices  received  for  live 
turkeys  in  I962  through  1965  were  quite 
stable,  ranging  from  21.0  to  22.2  cents  per 
pound.    Prices  for  feed  during  that  period 
also  showed  little  variation.    Feed  re- 
quired per  pound  of  liveweight  turkey  de- 
clined as  a  result  of  improvements  in 
nutrition,  breeding,  disease  control,  and 
management. 

Much  of  the  increase  in  production 
already  has  moved  off  farms.  Turkeys 
slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 
in  the  33  weeks  through  August  17  totaled 
3U.1  million  compared  with  27.9  million 
during  the  same  period  in  I965.  These 
plants  slaughtered  89  percent  of  the  Na- 
tion's turkeys  last  year.    This  percentage 
has  been  inching  up  about  1  percentage 
point  per  year  since  i960. 

Turkey  producers  in  the  first  half  of 
I966  marketed  more  birds  at  mature  weights 
and  fewer  fryer-roasters  than  a  year  ear- 
lier.   As  a  result,  the  average  liveweight 
of  all  turkeys  slaughtered  in  Federally 
inspected  plants  during  the  period  rose  1 
percent  to  lU.9  pounds  per  bird.  Total 
liveweight  slaughter  in  January- June  al- 
though seasonally  small,  rose  to  260  mil- 
lion pounds,  sharply  above  the  197  million 
in  the  first  half  last  year. 

Use  of  turkey  in  convenience  foods 
expanded  rapidly  during  the  first  half  of 
I966.    Federally  inspected  plants  in  Janu- 
ary-June cut  up  3*+  million  pounds  of  ready- 
to-cook  turkey  and  processed  an  additional 


ikk  million  pounds  beyond  this  stage.  This 
compares  with  27  million  pounds  and  102 
million  pounds  in  the  first  half  of  I965. 

In  mid-August  about  82  million  turkeys 
from  the  I966  crop  remained  to  be  marketed— 
about  6  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier. 
The  larger  marketings  will  be  augmented  by 
larger  cold  storage  holdings.     Frozen  tur- 
key stocks  on  August  1  totaled  103  million 
pounds,  Ik  million  more  than  a  year  earlier. 
Holdings  in  selected  storage  centers  moved 
7  million  pounds  further  above  the  I965 
level  during  the  first  3  weeks  of  August. 

Prices  Weaken 

Farm  turkey  prices  declined  from  an 
average  of  2h.2  cents  per  pound  in  Janu- 
ary-April to  22.6  cents  in  May- July. 
Compared  with  a  year  earlier,  prices  aver- 
aged 1.6  cents  higher  in  January-April  and 
0.6  cent  lower  in  May- July.    Turkey  prices 
during  the  period  benefited  from  a  vigorous 
expansion  in  demand  for  high-protein  foods; 
this  increase  in  demand  derived  from  rapid 
growth  in  employment  and  consumer  incomes, 
and  from  tight  supplies  and  higher  prices 
for  red  meats,  pork  in  particular.  Even 
so,  turkey  prices  eventually  weakened 
under  the  continued  impact  of  the  large 
and  seasonally  increasing  production. 
Federally  inspected  slaughter  during  the 
period  ran  a  fourth  above  a  year  earlier. 
In  mid- July,  the  farm  price  was  21.9  cents 
per  pound  compared  with  23.0  cents  in  June 
and  22.3  cents  in  July  1965. 

During  the  first  half,  the  increase 
in  use  of  turkey  was  greater  than  the  in- 
crease in  production,  despite  a  decline 
in  exports.    But  turkey  slaughter  now  is 
increasing  faster  than  consumption,  and 
cold  storage  holdings  are  building  up  to 
provide  large  supplies  for  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas.    During  the  into-storage 
period,  the  price  of  turkeys  is  strongly 
influenced  by  the  price  they  would  be  ex- 
pected to  bring  during  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas . 

During  the  holiday  season,  the  demand 
for  turkey  will  continue  to  benefit  from 
rising  employment  and  consumer  incomes. 
But,  turkeys  this  fall  probably  will  have 
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to  face  stiff er  competition  from  larger 
supplies  of  lower  priced  pork  and  broilers. 

Supplies  of  turkey  available  for  ci- 
vilian consumption  from  commercial  channels 
during  September-December  may  not  increase 
as  much  as  total  supplies.    Military  pro- 
curement likely  will  continue  above  a  year 
earlier.    Volume  procured  in  January-May 
was  18.2  million  pounds,  up  7.1  million 
from  the  comparable  1965  period.    Some  re- 
covery in  exports,  which  have  been  depress- 
ed below  a  year  earlier  in  recent  months, 
appears  likely.    In  addition,  USDA  turkey 
purchases  for  distribution  to  schools  will 
siphon  off  some  turkey  from  the  commercial 
market  this  year.    The  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture announced  on  July  22  that  the  quan- 
tity to  be  purchased  this  year  will  depend 
on  future  market  developments.    On  balance, 
supplies  available  for  domestic  commercial 
consumption  this  fall  probably  will  remain 
significantly  above  a  year  earlier.  Hence, 
turkey  prices  may  continue  close  to  the  1965 
level  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  In 
September-December  I965  the  farm  turkey 
price  averaged  22.2  cents  per  pound. 

USDA  Buys  Earlier 

In  I966,  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
began  to  buy  turkeys  on  August  12,  some  6 
weeks  earlier  than  in  I965.    The  program 
is  being  financed  with  funds  authorized  by 
Section  32  of  Public  Law  320.  Purchases 
this  year  are  for  product    delivered  to 
specified  destination  points.    In  past 
years,  turkeys  were  purchased  f.o.b.  plant. 
During  the  first  3  weeks  of  the  program's 
operation,  through  August  26,  some  8.0  mil- 
lion pounds  of  ready-to-cook  turkey  were 
removed  from  the  market.    Purchases  during 
the  first  2  weeks  of  the  program  were 
limited  because  many  schools  are  unable  to 
handle  the  product  until  they  open  in  the 
fall. 


The  Department  has  purchased  turkeys 
in  each  of  the  past  8  years.  Quantities  re- 
moved from  the  market  during  this  period 
have  varied  from  19  million  pounds  in  i960 
to  61  million  in  1964.  Last  year  30  million 
pounds  were  purchased.  In  I96I  through  1964, 
purchases  each  year  were  equivalent  to  a- 
bout  4  percent  of  total  turkey  production. 

Exports  Off  Sharply 
in  Second  Quarter 

Turkey  exports  in  March-June  dropped 
to  6.2  million  pounds  from  12.0  million  a 
year  earlier.  This  brought  exports  during 
the  first  half  of  1966  to  12.9  million 
pounds  compared  with  15-5  million  in  the 
same  period  last  year.    Essentially  all  of 
the  January-June  decline  was  in  shipments 
to  the  European  Common  Market,  mainly  West 
Germany.    The  drop  in  exports  appears  to 
have  stemmed  partly  from  the  vigorous  in- 
crease in  military  and  domestic  civilian 
demand.  In  addition, importers  may  have  pur- 
sured  a  wait-and-see  policy  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  July  1  imposition  of  grading 
regulations  in  West  Germany.    The  Common 
Market's  variable  levy  on  U.  S.  Type  II 
turkeys  (ready-to-cook  excluding  giblets) 
remained  unchanged  at  12.0  cents  per  pound 
between  July  1,  1965,  and  June  30,  I966. 
Prior  to  the  recent  decline,  turkey  ex- 
ports had  been  increasing  rapidly  from  30.9 
million  pounds  in  1963  to  58.5  million  in 
1965. 

Lower  domestic  turkey  prices  and  small 
reductions  recently  made  in  EEC  levies  may 
bring  about  some  recovery  in  exports  in 
the  second  half  of  1966.  On  July  1,  the 
variable  levy  on  whole  turkeys  imported 
into  West  Germany  was  lowered  to  11.3  cents 
per  pound  from  12.0  cents  on  July  1. 
Second,  on  the  same  date,  the  variable  levy 
on  turkey  breasts  was  reduced  from  21.5 
cents  per  pound  to  20.4  cents,  and  on 
turkey  drumsticks  and  wings,  from  8.1  cents 
per  pound  to  7.6  cents. 


FEED  PRICES 


Prices  Rise 

Poultry  feed  prices  have  been  rising 
sharply  in  recent  months.    The  cost  of 
poultry  ration  (a  composite  of  prices  for 
home-grown  grains  and  manufactured  feed) 


which  averaged  $3.50  per  100  pounds  in  the 
first  6  months  of  1966  or  6  cents  above  a 
year  earlier,  advanced  to  $3.66  in  July  or 
to  19  cents  a"bove  a  year  earlier.  The 
rise  in  cost  of  poultry  feed  reflects  ris- 
ing prices  for  corn  and  soybean  meal. 
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These  2  ingredients  make  up  the  bulk  of 
most  poultry  rations.    Since  ingredients 
costs  have  continued  to  rise,  ration  costs 
probably  increased  further  in  August. 

Corn  prices  received  by  U.  S.  farmers 
rose  8  cents  in  July  to  $1.27  per  bushel, 
5  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  the 
highest  for  that  month  in  10  years.  Be- 
tween mid-July  and  late  August  the  price 
of  No.  2  yellow  corn  in  Chicago  rose  about 
10  cents  per  bushel.    Monthly  farm  prices 
prior  to  July  had  been  below  corresponding 
prices  in  the  first  half  of  I965.  The 
smaller  corn  and  total  feed  grain  crops  in- 
dicated on  August  1,  together  with  pro- 
spect for  higher  domestic  use  and  export, 
likely  will  keep  corn  prices  this  fall 
and  winter  somewhat  above  a  year  earlier., 

Prices  for  soybean  meal  have  been 


increasing  rapidly  since  spring.    The  price 
for  M+-percent  protein  meal  at  Decatur  ad- 
vanced from  $71.50  per  ton  in  March  to 
$97.20  in  July.    The  July  meal  price  was 
$22.80  above  July  1965.    By  mid-August  meal 
prices  had  risen  to  $100  per  ton.  Demand 
for  soybeans  likely  will  continue  strong 
in  1966-67  because  of  the  prospect  for  in- 
creased hog  and  poultry  production  and 
continued  strength  in  export  demand.  On 
the  other  hand,  no  appreciable  increase  in 
supply  is  yet  in  prospect.    Conditions  as 
of  August  1  indicated  only  a  2-percent 
increase  in  the  soybean  crop  this  year. 
Hence,  soybean  and  soybeam  meal  prices 
likely  will  continue  to  exceed  year-earlier 
levels  at  least  through  early  1967. 

The  outlook  for  feed  supplies  and 
prices  will  be  importantly  influenced  by 
crop  developments  over  the  next  few  months. 
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Table    2. — Egg  supplies  available  to  civilians  for  food, 
January-March  and  April-June  1965-66 


\  January-March 

;  1966 

Item 

:  Unit 

:  1965 

•  Reported 

.  Change 
from  a 
!  year 
',  earlier 

Beginning  stocks 
Farm  production 
Imports 

Exports  and  shipments 
Military  procurement 
Eggs  used  for  hatching 
Supplies  available  to 
civilians  for  food: 
Total 

Per  capita 

:    Mil.  doz. 
:    Mil.  doz. 
:    Mil.  doz. 
:    Mil.  doz. 

•  Mil.  doz. 
Mil.  doz. 

•  Mil.  doz. 

No. 

1+6.0 
-  1,355.!+ 
:  .3 
:  7.5 
:  20.3 

88.0 

:  1,285.9 
80.7 

1+1.3 

1,330.3 

2.0 

2U.3 
96.1+ 

1,21+3.1+ 
77.3 

-4.7 
-25.1 
1.7 
1.9 
1+.0 

8.5 

-1+2.5 
-3.U 

Civilian  population 

Mil.  : 

191.1 

193.1 

2.0 

April-June 

1966 

1965  : 

Reported 

Change 
,      from  a 
,  year 
earlier 

Beginning  stocks  : 
Farm  production  : 
Imports  j 
Exports  and  shipments  : 
Military  procurement  : 

r.ggs  uscu  i'Ji   rid  'vC.ii xri(j  , 

Supplies  available  to  : 
civilians  for  food:  : 
Total  : 
Per  capita  : 

Mil.  doz.  : 
Mil.  doz.  : 
Mil.  doz.  : 
Mil.  doz.  : 
Mil.  doz.  : 

Mil      Hn?  • 

Mil.  doz.  : 
No.  : 

1*3.3 
1,396.1+ 
.2 
10.1 
2i+.l 
92.2 

1,313.5 
82.3 

19.1 
1,380.6 
9.0 
12.2 
26.0 
100.6 

1,269.9 
78.7 

-21+.2 
-15.8 
8.8 
2.1 
1.9 
8.1+ 

-1+3.6 
-3.6 

Civilian  population  : 

Mil.  : 

191.6 

193.6 

2.0 
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Table    k. — Layers  and  potential  layers,  August  1  and 
following  January  1,  i960  to  date 


\                           August  1 

[  Mature 

:    Flock  re- 

Year 

Layers 

:     Pullets  : 
:      not  yet  : 
:      laying  : 

Potential 
layers 

chickens 
slaughtered 
under  Federal 
inspection 

Aug . -Dec . 

placement 

pullets 
hatched  in 
June . -Oct . 

Reported 

I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
196k 

1965 
1966 

:  Millions 

:  275 
:  277 
:  283 
:  286 
287 
288 
285 

Millions 

125 
132 
113 
107 

103 
85 
93 

Millions 

399 
U09 
396 
392 
390 
373 
378 

Millions 

66 
68 
66 
70 
69 
65 

Millions 

69 
73 
78 
85 
95 
96 

Change  from 
year  before"*: 

I90O 
1961 

lyOc:  J 

1963  : 

190*+  ! 

1965  : 

lyoo  ! 

:  -5 
2 
6 
3 
2 
1 
-3 

-36 
7 

-19 
-6 
-k 

-18 

8 

-Ui 
9 

-13 
-3 
-2 

-17 

1+ 

2 
2 

-2 
k 
0 

-5 

1 0 
lo 

h 

5 
8 

9 
1 

January  1  of  following  year 

Layers 

J      Pullets  J 

Potential 

Hens 

Pullets 

Total 

.      not  yet  . 
!      laying  J 

layers 

Reported  : 

1960  j 

1961  < 

1962  : 

1963  : 
196U  - 

1965  : 

1966  . 

Millions 

133 
130 
13* 
135 
13* 
1U0 

Millions 

176 
182 
173 
172 
17*1 
163 

Millions 

309 
312 
307 
307 
308 
30J+ 

Millions 

35 
38 

kk 

U8 
k& 

Millions 

3kk 
350 
3U8 
351 
356 
352 

Change  from  : 
year  before*: : 

J-  V 

1961  : 

1962  ! 

1963  : 
196U  : 

1965  : 

1966  : 

6 
-3 

k 

1 
-1 

7 

-17 

6 

-9 
-1 
-2 

-11 

-11 

3 

-5 
-1 
-1 
-h 

2 
3 
3 
3 
k 
0 

-8 
7 
-2 

2 

5 
-U 

""Computed  from  unrounded  data. 
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Table   6 . — Rank  of  States  in  nonbroiler  chickens  raised,  I966  with  comparisons 


Chickens  raised 


Rank 


State 

;  1950 

\  1955 

.  i960 

.  1965 

1966  . 
: 

Change  in  out- 
put between 

1950-66  ;  1955-66 

jl950 

!l955 

!i96o 

:i965 

J1966 

Thou . 

Thou . 

Thou . 

.  .. 

Thou . 

Thou . 

Thou. 

Thou. 

HO . 

wo . 

NO  • 

WO . 

NO . 

Ctliionua 

«y?  oftA 
'  d[  ,dOU 

oft  ftAft 
20,000 

il,lol 

OA  C7A 
i0,5 (0 

0  0  OOT 

ii , i2i 

/;  aIii 

ll  llOO 

I 

0 
d 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Georgia 

:  12,571 

11,167 

12,909 

20,31*1 

25,630 

T  0  ACQ 

ii,059 

ili  u6o 

1*+  ,  HO  J 

21 

17 

8 

2 

2 

Iowa 

•  1+6,724 

31*, 601 

26,308 

16,229 

16,391 

OA  000 

1  ft   OT  A 
—IO  ,  r  \  \) 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Texa  s 

:  29,057 

lP,709 

T  li    1  Qli 

lt,iii* 

13,?o4 

15,022 

-13,1+35 

-87 

0 

1  A 
IO 

5 

5 

1, 
4 

Hortn  Carolina 

1  7  CliO 

1  17,549 

l**,yof 

li,95  f 

l4*  ,OUO 

1  li    Q  aA 

l4*  ,o(JO 

-2,7Ul 

-159 

1  c 
15 

1  O 

l<r 

c 
0 

4 

c 

5 

Alabama 

1  O  0O0 

f  ,^lc 

T  li    01  A 

l'+jiiy 

1,990 

7   1  AO 

(  »ioj 

00 

00 
2i 

ik 
14 

c 
0 

0 

Mississippi 

•  11,195 

6,1+24 

6,258 

12,121 

ii+,o6o 

2,  OOp 

7 

f  ,oio 

24 

27 

20 

8 

7 

Arkansas 

11,268 

5,396 

6,191 

10,71+5 

13,539 

ft  1  liO 

23 

30 

23 

11 

8 

Minnesota 

OA   T  Oil 

oil    C  AA 

24 ,  pUO 

T  7  7/Y7 

10 ,993 

12,972 

-17,152 

-11,528 

3 

3 

3 

9 

9 

Pennsylvania 

31,120 

OO    1  QQ 

23,199 

10 ,0 1 U 

1^ , H  [d 

i  a  An 

12,971 

-18,157 

-10,228 

A 
d 

4 

L 
4 

7 

1  A 
10 

Indiana 

dO  ,  / 

1  Q  OCA 

19,250 

T  'a  AftQ 

1U,  (ho 

T  O  A0^ 

1c  ,  UJO 

i  li  nfsO 

7    OT  L 

O 
O 

7 

7 

1  A 
IO 

11 

Florida 

4,824 

U,938 

U.857 

8,828 

10,2U0 

R    111  A 

C    0  AO 

35 

32 

27 

12 

12 

Ohio 

24,1+1+6 

15,929 

9,816 

8,530 

9,810 

-ill  A^ 

_C  no 
-0,119 

9 

9 

11 

13 

13 

New  York 

17,75o 

13,209 

7,326 

7,239 

ft  £i  li 

-9.1U2 

-»+,595 

13 

1  li 
14 

10 

1  c 
lo 

1  ll 
14 

nil nnl fi 

OA  Ollli 

29,i44 

01   to  n 
21 ,  Til 

1  f\  ftOT 

7  likii 
7,4'*+* 

ft  O<0 

o,2oi 

-21,081 

-13,1+68 

1, 
4 

5 

1  A 

10 

ill 

14 

15 

Hi s sour 1 

00   00  ll 

29, 2i4 

OA  Aft7 

20,00  f 

7  OftO 

r  ,209 

ft    AT  ft 
O  ,  UlO 

_OT     OT  <C 

1 0  aKo 

5 

zr 
O 

A 

9 

15 

1  c 
lo 

South  Carolina 

5,268 

7,229 

5,960 

7,033 

T  7^C 
1,  (Op 

28 

31 

19 

19 

17 

Nebraska 

22,21*9 

15,500 

9,1*18 

5,636 

6,538 

_1  C  711 

_fl  oAo 

10 

11 

12 

21 

18 

Virginia 

ft  aoi 

7,2o0 

0,225 

C  OOP 

5 ,000 

a  co< 
o,53o 

-3,385 

-7UU 

25 

21 

21 

20 

19 

Maine 

f,  m  k 
0  ,U14 

iT  /vyj 

0,099 

^  n  ka 

C  ofto 
0,309 

375 

-831 

31 

OA 
dd 

oh 

£?4 

1  T 

17 

AA 

du 

ICa  nsd>s 

Ol  700 
d±,ldyy 

1  ll  £r>o 

ft  7kft 
OjO'+O 

(\  007 

1? , 

-0,i0p 

1 1 
11 

1  0 

ii 

1  O 

13 

1 A 
10 

oi 
21 

South  Dakota 

12,988 

10,389 

7,712 

5,322 

6,171* 

-6,8li* 

ll  OTC 
— H,<iip 

19 

20 

15 

23 

22 

Tennessee 

15,640 

10,1*13 

5,950 

i*,6i*o 

5,6lU 

-i  n  op/; 

_ll  70Q 

17 

19 

25 

26 

23 

MCD 1  gBQ 

1 f ,  OOH 

1  "5  OA7 

? ,  (>>+ 

ll  ft"*^ 

H,OJO 

?  ,oiu 

-12,051+ 

-7,597 

1  li 

14 

1  c 

IP 

dO 

25 

Ok 
24 

Kentucky 

10 ,  '♦JO 

1  A   CI  ft 

iu, pio 

O  ,  r  Jc 

c  oil/: 

c  oil/: 

-11,092 

-5,172 

10 

ifl 
10 

00 
dd 

00 
dd 

oc 
25 

wi 8 cons in 

oi  li^A 

£ll  ,4pO 

i£  oca 
lo , Jpu 

7  ^"37 
I  ,?i  f 

5,1^5 

c;  ooa 

-1      1  9ft 
1U , leu 

-1 1  OOA 

T.  O 

Q 
O 

1< 
IO 

Ok 
c4 

O/: 
2D 

Rev  Jersey 

1L,193 

12,804 

7,1+60 

i+,23i+ 

5,165 

-Q  AOft 

18 

16 

17 

28 

27 

Louisiana 

7,968 

•+,717 

*»,295 

1+,1*02 

5,150 

_£>  ftlft 

27 

34 

28 

27 

28 

w a  Pill      tfr          * '  < 

■5  768 
P  ,  ( 00 

U  i  on 

ll  AQ7 

1+  l^R 

-3,1+65 

-1,630 

dy 

OQ 

dy 

OQ 

OQ 

dy 

f    ri  fi        +•  "1  /v^  1  +■ 

P  jopo 

*♦  j  100 

i,Pio 

i,Ol/f 

-2,251 

-3,029 

31 

0.A 

30 

OA 

io 

OA 

io 

no  bbhchubcl - s 

ft  1  91 

6  6ftQ 
0  ,00^7 

Q  0/Y7 

0  070 
2,y(2 

0  AAT 

ij^i 

C    AO  A 

-p ,UJU 

-3,790 

OA 

Ok 

ii 

ii 

OI 

31 

Oklahoma 

12,838 

6,688 

3,369 

2,308 

2,770 

_o  qn  ft 
3 ,  7J.U 

20 

25 

33 

33 

32 

Oregon  ; 

5,1*63 

U,lt89 

3,31+7 

2,350 

2,280 

_0  1  fto 
J  ,10  J 

_P  OAQ 

32 

35 

34 

32 

33 

new  nampsmre 

4,909 

li  ft^ii 

HjOit 

O   T  TO 
2,1  fi 

O   1  AC 

2,195 

-2, 714 

-2,639 

Oil 
34 

33 

37 

0k 

i4 

0k 

i4 

North  Dakota 

<  1  ko 
O  ,142 

c  £00 

^    llT  0 

3,412 

1  ft7*7 
1,077 

0    "  ^ 
CjUtO 

-±,096 

-3,586 

OA 

i0 

29 

32 

oc 

35 

oc 

35 

wes  .  Virginia 

lira's 

O  ft*3li 

i  ftn  7 
1 ,01  ( 

l,5o? 

T  7I1I1 
1,  f++++ 

_1  AQA 

io 

0Q 

59 

37 

0/; 
io 

o< 
io 

Maryland 

5,298 

3,611 

1,867 

1,370 

1,576 

_o  700 

J,  ( 

_0  AOC 
c! ,  U3P 

33 

36 

36 

37 

37 

Idaho  i 

3,058 

2,1*81+ 

1,725 

1,233 

1,21*5 

-1    ftl  ^ 

1  OOQ 

-J-»09 

39 

1+0 

38 

38 

38 

Montana 

i,i25 

O  ft7^ 

l.,o'+(j 

1,105 

1,105 

_o  T  <Ca 

1    71 1 
-1, (11 

oft 
iO 

oft 

io 

OA 

39 

on 

39 

Oft 

39 

Ari  zona 

99^ 

7QT 

QAO 
902 

T     All  A 

1,1*+** 

150 

353 

kli 

44 

llC 

45 

kli 
44 

kl 
41 

kA 
40 

ucan 

4,23© 

0  m  t 
<: ,  Ui_L 

1     111  O 

1  A<ll 

1  rS>jz 
1,0©5 

-3,151 

-926 

07 

37 

llO 
4£ 

kA 
4U 

kA 
40 

kl 
41 

Colorado 

4,024 

1  ^llO 

l,i42 

T     AT  ^ 

i,uio 

1  A77 
1,077 

-3,747 

-1,921 

oc 

35 

07 

i7 

kl 
41 

42 

42 

Delaware  ! 

1,576 

1,163 

1,01+5 

823 

9li* 

-662 

-2U9 

1+1 

»+3 

1+2 

43 

43 

Vermont  ; 

1,713 

2,029 

979 

777 

777 

-936 

-1,252 

1+0 

1+1 

U3 

l+U 

1+1+ 

New  Mexico  j 

1,535 

781 

658 

685 

751* 

-781 

-27 

1*2 

U5 

U5 

1+6 

45 

Hawaii  > 

7U9 

712 

45 

1+6 

Rhode  Island 

956 

801+ 

1+92 

1+01 

1*01 

555 

-1+03 

1+1+ 

1+6 

U7 

47 

Wyoming  ; 

1,152 

680 

317 

191 

185 

-967 

-1+95 

h3 

1+6 

1+7 

1+8 

1+8 

Nevada  j 

262 

11+9 

97 

57 

1+9 

-213 

-100 

U6 

1+8 

1+8 

k9 

49 

Alaska  ; 

47 

U0 

50 

50 

FES-2^3 
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Table    7. — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  19&0  to  date  1/ 


Year 

Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:  Mar.  -j 

Apr. 

:  May 

:  June 

:  July 

:  Aug.  : 

Sept. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov.  : 

Dec. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

7 -Ik  months  earlier  2/ 

I960  : 

-1 

-5 

-9 

-lU 

-17 

-20 

-23 

-2k 

-2k 

-22 

-18 

-11 

1961  : 

-6 

-2 

2 

7 

13 

18 

21 

22 

23 

25 

2k 

18 

1962  : 

13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-3 

-6 

-6 

-6 

-7 

-9 

-11 

— J_c 

—  -L_L 

-10 

-8 

-6 

-3 

-1 

2 

7 

8 

Q 

y 

a 
0 

196h  1 

8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

3 

1 

-2 

-5 

1965  : 

-6 

-5 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

k 

5 

7 

10 

1966  : 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

lU 

1967  ! 

17 

Broiler  chick  placements 

in  22  or  23  States  advanced 

2 

months 

to  expected  marketing  month 

XyOV 

c 

-? 

O 

0 

1 

-1 

2 

7 

10 

7 

7 

i  n 
xu 

Jo 

1961 

13 

10 

11 

13 

20 

19 

16 

10 

10 

10 

6 

2 

U 

j 

2 

2 

-1 

0 

-2 

-1 

-1 

3 

lc 

1963 

18 

10 

U 

-1 

0 

2 

6 

7 

5 

O 

£_ 

0 

1 

196U 

| 

6 

6 

5 

3 

1 

-1 

1 

U 

5 

5 

u 

1965 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

12 

13 

13 

lU 

1966 

13 

1U 

11 

9 

9 

8 

8 

7 

Broiler  prices  received  by 

U.  S.  producers 

j.  you 

»7 
I 

!■ 
4 

6 

8 

10 

11 

9 

6 

5 

5 

u 

0 

J 

1961 

-5 

-U 

-7 

-11* 

-20 

-26 

-27 

-26 

-2U 

-2U 

-16 

-8 

-3 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1+ 

11 

18 

27 

29 

26 

1  0 
i.c 

u 

1963 

-7 

-6 

-2 

2 

3 

1 

-3 

-8 

-9 

-6 

-3 

-3 

196U 

-7 

-7 

-10 

-9 

-7 

-3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1965 

1+ 

6 

8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

7 

1966 

9 

10 

8 

8 

5 

5 

Prices  paid  to 

commercial  hatcheries 

for  broiler-type 

chicks 

3/ 

i  oAn 

c 

—0 

-3 

7 

19 

28 

26 

25 

28 

31 

28 

20 

1961 

18 

19 

13 

0 

-15 

-21 

-23 

-27 

-31 

-31 

-29 

-26 

-d.d 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-5 

1+ 

15 

23 

25 

pn 

JO 

1963 

11 

10 

12 

lU 

13 

6 

0 

-6 

-8 

-8 

-8 

-9 

196i+ 

-11 

-13 

-lU 

-13 

-10 

-5 

-k 

-3 

-k 

-k 

-1 

If 

1965 

:  10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-3 

-5 

-3 

1966 

-1 

0 

1 

2 

5 

7 

Prices  paid  to  Georgia 

producers  for  hatching  eggs 

i960 

:  7 

13 

22 

37 

^3 

39 

36 

39 

kl 

3k 

26 

20 

1961 

:  18 

21 

16 

1 

-15 

-22 

-2k 

-29 

-33 

-33 

-30 

-26 

1962 

:  -22 

-22 

-2k 

-22 

-Ik 

-3 

9 

2U 

33 

31+ 

28 

23 

1963 

:  21 

2k 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-1 

-l 

-1 

-3 

-8 

196U 

:  -Ik 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-k 

-1 

k 

1965 

i  9 

13 

15 

16 

lU 

10 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1966 

:  0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages. 

2/  Total  January  i960  through  March  i960  and  domestic  thereafter. 

3/  U.  S.  average  prices  i960  through  November  196*+  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 
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Table  8  . — USDA  purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  for  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  by  years,  1961-65,  by  weeks,  1965  to  date 


Broiler 

Duration  of 

production 

program 

Range  of 

Commodity 
cost  of 
,  purchases 

;  2/ 

Period 

!              !  Ready- 
.  Number  .  to-cook 
.  weight 

Number    :  Begin  and 
of  weeks  :        end  ; 

Purchases 

prices  per 
pound 

Million 


1,000 


1,000 


[Millions    pounds          Weeks  Months 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

1961 
1962 
1963 
196U 

1965 

:    1,993      U,926  2k 
:    2,026       U,980  22 
:    2,10U       5,2UU  19 
:    2,l6l       5  Ml  2k 
:    2,333       5,836  16 

l/Mar.-Dec 
Aug. -Dec 
Aug. -Dec 
July-Dec 
Sept . -Dec 

M+,790 
60,000 
50,100 
51,930 
11,527 

26.67-37.69 
27.28-33.20 
27.37-31.59 
28.09-31.69 
28.UU-3U.U6 

13,UU8 
17,963 
lU,9U3 
15,255 
11,527 

Contracts 

Purchases  * 

Range  of 
prices  per 
pound 

:       Commodity  cost  of 
:          purchases  2] 

let  in 
week 
ending 

For  the 
week 

.  Cumulative  . 
'.    for  the  .' 
:     yeflr  : 

<    For  the  : 
week  • 

Cumulative 
for  the 
year 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

Cents 

1,000 
dollars 

1,000 
dollars 

1965 

Sept 

16  : 

23 

29 

:  2,130 
:  2,790 
:  3,030 

2,130 
U,920 

7,950 

29.U9-32.U9 
29.03-32.36 
28.UU-31.80 

665 
8U8 
920 

665 
1,513 
2,U32 

Oct. 

6 

lU  • 

21 

29 

2,220 
:  1,530 
:  l,lUo 

1,170 

10,170 

11,700 
12,8U0 
lU,010 

29.65-31.60 
29. 89-32. 6U 
29.93-3U.U6 
30.63-32.78 

67U 
U8l 
357 
366 

3,107 
3,588 
3,9^5 
h,3U 

Nov. 

5 
12 
18 
2k 

:  990 
:  2,670 
:  2,9^0 
:  2,970 

15,000 
17,670 
20,610 
23,580 

30.80-31.95 
29.35-32.77 
29. 9^-32. 6U 
29.69-31.76 

313 
8U0 

919 
920 

k,62k 
5,U6U 
6,383 
7,303 

1966 


Dec.  1 

8 
16 
23 
29 

Aug.  19 
Aug .  2U 


3,030 
3,120 
3,030 
2,U90 
2,070 

2,520 
2,3UO 


26,610 
29,730 
32,760 
35,250 
37,320 

2,520 

U,860 


29.3U-31.59 
29.77-31.98 
29.UU-33.lU 
29.U3-33.00 
29. 7U -31. 82 

31.3U-35.32 
32.25-3U.96 


928 
958 
929 
766 
6Ul 

8U2 
79U 


8,231 
9,190 
10,119 
10,886 
11,527 

8U2 
1,636 


1/  First  program  in  month  of  March,  second  in  August-December.    2j  In  1961  through 
196U  the  cost  is  at  shipping  points;  beginning  in  1965  it  is  at  points  of  destination. 
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Table   9 . — Number  of  turkeys  raised,  1965  and  1966 


SEPTEMBER  1966 


Heavy  breeds 

Light  breeds 

Total  all  breeds 

State  and 

1966  as  a 

1966  as  a 

division 

1965 

;  1966 

1966  as  a 

percentage 

1965 

1  1966  i 

percentage 

1965 

1966  ; 

percentage 

of  1965 

of  1965 

of  1965 

Thou . 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Thou . 

Thou . 

Pet. 

Thou . 

Thou . 

Pet. 

Maine  i 

1+8 

!+5 

91+ 

0 

2 



1+8 

1*7 

98 

Nev  Hampshire 

81 

81 

100 

5 

6 

120 

86 

87 

101 

Vermont 

22 

2k 

109 

0 

0 

22 

21+ 

109 

Massachusetts 

320 

270 

8it 

1* 

9 

225 

321+ 

279 

86 

Rhode  Island 

21 

20 

95 

0 

0 

21 

20 

95 

Connecticut 

17U 

153 

88 

1 

1* 

1*00 

175 

157 

90 

Nev  York 

31+8 

357 

103 

26 

20 

77 

37l+ 

377 

101 

New  Jersey 

U76 

632 

133 

11* 

18 

130 

1+90 

650 

133 

Pennsylvania 

1,357 

1,536 

113 

270 

262 

97 

1,627 

1,798 

111 

North  Atlantic 

2,8U7 

3,118 

116 

320 

321 

100 

3,167 

3,1+39 

109 

Ohio 

2,723 

3,383 

12l* 

785 

75 1* 

96 

3,508 

!»,137 

118 

Indiana 

3,203 

3,1+67 

108 

199 

257 

129 

3,1+02 

3,72l+ 

109 

Illinois 

1,239 

1,378 

in 

95 

60 

63 

1,33!+ 

1,1+38 

108 

Michigan 

968 

l,01+2 

108 

65 

86 

132 

1,033 

1,128 

109 

Wisconsin 

5,263 

5 ,510 

105 

181 

177 

98 

5,W+1+ 

5,687 

ick 

East  North  Central 

13,396 

lU,7fcS0 

110 

1,325 

1,331* 

101 

lit,  721 

16,111+ 

109 

Minnesota 

13,877 

13,918 

100 

1,970 

2,719 

138 

15,81+7 

16,637 

105 

Iowa 

7,683 

7,203 

Sh 

1*56 

365 

80 

8,139 

7,568 

93 

Missouri 

6,996 

9,732 

139 

592 

1*80 

81 

7,588 

10,212 

135 

North  Dakota 

955 

968 

101 

18 

61* 

356 

973 

1,032 

106 

South  Dakota 

604 

689 

ill* 

1*77 

601 

126 

l,08l 

1,290 

119 

Nebraska 

l,lU8 

9^9 

83 

21 

11 

52 

1,169 

960 

82 

Kansas 

655 

562 

5< 

37 

1+6 

12i* 

692 

608 

88 

West  North  Central 

31,918 

31+,021 

 - — I  

107 

3,571 

1*.286 

* 

120 

35,1+89 

38,307 

108 

Delaware 

156 

nil 

73 

267 

22k 

81+ 

1+23 

338 

80 

Maryland 

250 

170 

68 

16 

51 

319 

266 

221 

83 

Virginia 

2,Ul7 

2,1*65 

102 

2,516 

3,070 

122 

l+,933 

5,535 

112 

West  Virginia 

658 

617 

9U 

1,221 

1,181* 

97 

1,879 

1,801 

96 

North  Carolina 

U,222 

5,121 

121 

820 

779 

95 

5,Ol+2 

5,900 

117 

South  Carolina 

810 

1,086 

131+ 

12 

0 

822 

1,086 

132 

Georgia 

1,191+ 

1,572 

132 

57 

82 

Xkk 

1,251 

1,651+ 

132 

Florida 

20 

22 

110 

189 

185 

98 

209 

207 

99 

South  Atlantic 

9.727 

11,167 

115 

5,09b 

5,575 

109 

lit,  825 

16,71*2 

113 

Kentucky 

1,021 

762 

75 

1 

19 

1,900 

1,022 

781 

76 

Tennessee 

72 

39 

5»» 

2 

0 

7U 

39 

53 

Alabama 

762 

1,289 

169 

21 

21 

100 

783 

1,310 

167 

Mississippi 

113 

96 

85 

2 

2 

100 

115 

98 

85 

Arkansas 

U,39U 

5,993 

136 

1*08 

1*00 

98 

1+.802 

6,393 

133 

Louisiana 

21 

16 

76 

1 

1 

100 

22 

17 

77 

Oklahoma 

1,35** 

831+ 

62 

91 

87 

96 

1,1+1+5 

921 

61+ 

Texas 

5,ll+6 

6,2V* 

121 

137 

167 

122 

5,283 

6,1+11 

121 

South  Central 

1: , 583 

15,273 

119 

663 

697 

105 

13,51+6 

15,970 

118 

Montana  and  Idaho  1/ 

198 

222 

112 

32 

13 

1+1 

230 

235 

102 

Wyoming 

1* 

1+ 

100 

0 

0 

1+ 

l+ 

100 

Colorado 

2,010 

2,322 

116 

36 

11 

31 

2,01+6 

2,333 

lilt 

New  Mexico 

10 

9 

90 

1 

1 

100 

11 

10 

91 

Arizona 

108 

73 

68 

1 

0 

109 

73 

67 

Utah 

2,836 

3,3!*6 

118 

21 

32 

153 

2,857 

3,378 

118 

Nevada 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Washington 

1*82 

1+62 

96 

1*1 

1*3 

105 

523 

505 

97 

Oregon 

1,335 

1,1+10 

106 

210 

315 

150 

1,51+5 

1,725 

112 

California 

15,027 

16,697 

111 

61*0 

275 

— »— 

15,667 

16,972 

108 

Western 

22,010 

21*.  5l*5 

115 

982 

690 

22,992 

25,235 

110 

United  States 

92,781 

102,901* 

111 

11,959 

12,903 

10b 

10l+,7l+0 

115,807 

111 

1/  Montana  and  Idaho  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
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Table  11. — USDA  purchases  of  ready-to-cook  turkeys  by  years, 
1951-65,  by  weeks,  196k  to  date  1/ 


!  Size  of  turkey  crop  ! 

Duration  of  program  \ 

:    Range  of 

:  Commodity 

Period 

:  Purchases 

:  prices  per 

:      cost  of 

\  Head 

.  Ready-to-  .  Number  of    .  Begin  and  . 

:  pound 

:  purchases  2/ 

,    raised    .cook  weight. 

weeks        .  end 

Million 

1,000 

1,000 

:  Millions  pounds 

Weeks            Months  pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

1951 

:  53 

703 





1952 

:  62 

795 

27,852 





1953 

:  60 

20,327 





195b 

!  68 

870 





1955 

:  66 

818 





1956 

i  77 

957 

10          Sept . 

-Nov.  27,111+ 

37.00-39.50 

10,1+00 

1957 

81 

1,031+ 



— 

1958-59 

!  80 

1,038 

28            July-Feb .          23 , 560 

31.29-37.50 

7,969 

1959 

:  8b 

1,123 

1+  Sept. 

-Oct.  21,570 

32.17-35.99 

7,1+16 

i960 

!  85 

1,162 

1+  Sept. 

-Oct.  18,850 

3U.7I+-37.I+7 

6,800 

1961 

■  108 

1,506 

10            Aug . 

-Nov.  60,090 

25.93-33-33 

17,065 

1962 

:  92 

1,30U 

9  Sept. 

-Nov.  1+2,900 

30.97-33.75 

13,929 

1963 

:  93 

l,3*+2 

8  Aug. 

-Oct.  1+3,560 

31.U8-33.75 

ll+,200 

196k 

100 

1,>*36 

11  Aug. 

-Oct.  60,775 

29. 1+5-33.1+6 

19,171+ 

1965 

:  105 

1,508 

7  Sept. 

-Nov           2Q  7?6 

30.  U3-I+0. 95 

9,382 

Contracts 

Purchases 

:      Range  of  : 

Commodity  cost  of  purchases 

let  in  week 

:    prices  per  : 

ending 

For  the 

!  Cumulative 

:       pound  : 

For  the  ', 

Cumulative 

week 

.  for  the  year 

week 

for  the  year  2j 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

dollars 

196k 

Aug. 

1U 

2,U75 

2,U75 

30.88-33.1*6 

788 

788 

20 

:  U,l80 

6,655 

31.1+7-33.28 

1,350 

2,138 

27 

6,105 

12,760 

31.15-33.20 

l,9*+7 

l+,085 

Sept. 

3 

10,010 

22,770 

30.83-33-10 

3,185 

7,270 

10 

8,7^5 

31,515 

30.7^-33.09 

2,796 

10,066 

18 

6,270 

37,785 

30.69-33.07 

1,976 

12,0U2 

25 

6,380 

W+,l65 

30.1+7-31.78 

1,987 

lit,  029 

Oct 

1 

6,270 

50,1+35 

29.1+5-32.21 

1,936 

15,965 

: 

8 

5,170 

55,605 

29.95-32.15 

1,607 

17,572 

15 

3,960 

59,565 

30.00-32.10 

1,225 

18,797 

22 

!  1,210 

60,775 

30.79-32.10 

377 

19,171+ 

1965 

1,669 

1,669 

Sept. 

2k 

!  5,320 

5,320 

30.73-32.95 

30 

:  7,952 

3/13,101+ 

30.68-32.71+ 

2,500 

l+,ll6 

:  Oct. 

8 

!  6,10l+ 

19,208 

30.89-32.68 

1,932 

6,01+9 

15 

:  3,86h 

23,072 

30. 79-32. 61+ 

1,218 

7,266 

22 

:  2,688 

25,760 

30.1+3-32.61+ 

8U1 

8,107 

28 

!  2,576 

28,336 

30.81+-32.6U 

812 

8,920 

:  Nov. 

5 

!  1,1+00 

29,736 

30.  U3-I+0. 95 

1+63 

9,382 

1966 

91+2 

•  Aug. 

12 

!  2,880 

2,880 

31.51-33.53 

9U2 

!  Aug. 

19 

:  2,520 

5,1+00 

32.28-33.93 

831+ 

1,775 

1/  Annual  and  cumulative  totals  adjusted  for  contract  cancellations.  2/  Through  1965,  the  cost 
is  at  shipping  points:  beginning  in  1966  it  is  at  points  of  destination.  3/  Reflects  a  reduction 
of  168,000  pounds  at  $53,000. 
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